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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to present theoretical conclusions on the phenomena of
community participation in managing education in primary schools in terms of models and characteristics
of participation, processes of participation, degrees of participation, strategies of participation, factors and
conditions of participation, effects of participation and roles of those concerned as well. This qualitative
research aimed to construct a grounded theory by selecting areas for the study through theoretical
sampling consistent with the research objectives. Data collection was done through in-depth interviews,
observation and records, documentary analysis and focus group discussion. The key informants included
school administrators, teachers, groups of parents/guardians, groups of community leaders, groups of
students, groups of administrators and teachers at network centers, groups of educational supervisors.
groups of executives in local administration organizations, groups of members of study tours, groups of
regular and irregular participants in managing education, as well as groups of those with no participation a
total of 72 Data were analyzed using interpretation followed by constructing concepts through the
theoretical sensitivity. Eventually, data were analyzed by the computer programs. The findings were as
follows:

1. The models of participation in educational management of the schools and communities
comprised the following models : 1)participation with local administration organizations, 2)participation of
the school boards, 3)participation of parents/guardians, 4)participation of alumni, 5)participation of
representatives from 4 parties (teachers, parents/guardians, communities and student committees),
6)participation of various organizations in communities, 7)participation of occupational groups,
entrepreneurs and community enterprises, 8)general public in communities 9)participation of public sectors
and authorities, 10)participation of private sectors and workplaces, 11)participation of network centers,
12)participation of fund raisers.

2. The procedure of participation was composed of : 1)survey of needs and basic information,
2)setting up the school standards, 3)planning the school development based on school vision and mission,
4)action, 5)evaluation and 6)getting benefits.

3. The degrees of managing basic education included the following levels : 1) planning and
decision making, 2) action, 3) getting benefit and 4) evaluation.

4. The factors and conditions of participation affecting basic educational management comprised-
factors and conditions in the schools consisting of : Factors on school administrators were composed of 7
factors , factors on teachers and educational personnel included 7 factors, factors on school board
members comprised 5 factors. And factors on schools consisted of 9 factors. Factors outside the schools
comprised : 1) Factors on community included : 20 factors 2) Factors on politics 3) Factors on budgeting 4)

Factors on cultures 5) Factors on school resources and environment 6) Factors on instructional materials
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and technologies 7) Factors on suggestions from the Office for National Education Standards and Quality
Assessment

5. Strategies to promote community participation in basic educational implementation were
composed of the following strategies : school conditions and environment, study of community
backgrounds and history, study of current backgrounds and history of the schools, adjustment of job
performances among the school administrators, adjustment of job performances of the teachers and
educational personnel, and improvement of school performances and effects as well

6. The effects of basic educational implementation of communities were composed of the following
: effects on the students, on the teachers, on the school committees, on the communities as well as on the
schools

7. The roles of the stakeholders in implementing basic education included : the roles
of the school administrators, the roles of the teachers and educational personnel, the roles of the learners,
the roles of parents/guardians, the roles of the school boards, the roles of the local administration
organizations and the roles of community participation

8. The community participation consisted of the following characteristics : 1) participation in
collaborative thinking and decision making, 2) participation in support and collaboration, 3) participation in
controlling and overseeing the school performances, 4) participation in getting services and assistances
from the schools.

9. The means of participation included : 1) voluntary participation and 2) participation
by being lured or persuaded.

10. The obstacles toward community participation in managing basic education: comprised the
context of the schools and school administrators, the context of the parents/guardians and the context of

communities

Keywords: Community Participation, Grounded theory, Educational Management
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