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Abstract

This article is drawn from one section of master’s thesis entitled,
“The forms and meanings of the ritual practices of the Akha community
in Saensuk Village, Srikam Sub - district, Maechan District, Chiangrai
Province”. The research for thesis was qualitative in nature and focused
on highlighting the forms and meanings of the religious rituals of the
Akha community of Saensuk Village. In terms of religious rituals the
community of Saensuk can be divided into three groups: 1) Animists, 2)
Christians, and 3) Buddhists. In spite of these differences, however, It is
found that the villagers are employing Agkag Zanr as an element in
carrying out various kinds of rituals in order to promote harmony within
the larger community. They are doing this by using certain symbols of
Akha - ness to create relationships, feelings and a consciousness among
villagers in order to promote an overall atmosphere of unity that ties

into the web of relations underlying Akha ethnicity.

Keywords: The Akha, Zanr, Animist Akha
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