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American Women’s status in 1861 to 1865
by using Louisa May Alcott’s Novels
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to study the status of American
women from 1861 to 1865 through the two American novels- “Little
Women” and “Good Wives” of Louisa May Alcott. The analysis was
based on American’s history from 1861 to 1865 especially women’s
role by using Louisa May Alcott’s novels, articles, American history books,
researches and online medias.

The result of this study is indicated by Louisa May Alcott’s
novels which shows the stories of four women, who have lived on their
own during The American Civil War. This study also describes its factors
of the American women’s status and their roles at that time. Moreover,
the study can explain the theory of feminism, the norms of the American
society in the nineteen century. Louisa May Alcott’s works advocated
that women had an independent thought and characters, and to show
any class inequality between men and women. However, these novels
weren’t accused of fomenting violence, but it would like to realize the

importance of independence and feminism.

KEYWORD : Women'’s status, American women, Louisa May Alcott
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