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SCREENING FOR ATTENTION DEFICIT AND HYPERACTIVITY DISORSER
IN GIFTED CHILD
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ABSTRACT

Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (ADD/ADHD) is one of the most common reasons children
are referred to pediatricians or psychologists. Gifted children show many behaviors that are similar to
children who suffer from ADD/ADHD. Both groups may have academic difficulties and social problems.
They exhibit behaviors such as inattention, impulsivity, aggressive, high activity level and problems in peer
relation- all behaviors that associated with ADD/ADHD. Although high potential children do show some
problematic behaviors, these behaviors can be explained by their giftedness and occurred in certain
situations. Attention problems in the classroom may decrease when children with high intelligence are
placed in academically stimulating environments. In screening process, evaluators should have
understanding and knowledge about ADD/ADHD and someone with training and experience with gifted
children should attend the process. The following guidelines that useful for the screening process when
attempting to differentiate between a gifted child and ADD/ADHD child are: 1) realized the context of child
exhibit behaviors 2) understanding the nature of giftedness 3) consideration with variable performance
both within and across subtests and 4) gathering information from persons who are significantly and

regularly involved in the child’s care.

Keywords : Screening Test Attention Deficit and Hyperactivity Disorder (ADD/ADHD) Gifted Child
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